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Voted: That the town reimburse the collector in actual ex- 
penses in collecting from the assignees of the Steel Edge 
Stamping and Retinning Co., and the receivers of the Millis 
Co. : 

Voted: That the collector have the advice of the sel 
in the matter of collection. 

ArTICLE 8. To see if the town will adopt methods of accounting sug- 
gested by the American Surety Company, or act 
thereto. 


proved by the seleetmen, a 
shall be ee by so 


uw of ene ea Sune be authorized to 
200 and o1 


countersign all checks of 
Adjourned. 


uIL, 1896. 


ARTICLE 1. To choose a moderator t 

Osgood T. Dean was elected and 

ARTICLE 2. To see if the town w 
tothe high school at Medway, 
Same. 

On motion to pay transp 


side in said meeting. 
lalified as moderator. 
ote to pay for the e s 


ion, voted “Ye 
ARTICLE 3. To see if the town will vote to pay no s: 
town officer except salaries prescribed by the laws of 
wealth, or to take any action relati ng thereto. 
Voted: To dismiss the ar 
ARTICLE 4. To see if the town will vote to reconsider the vote 
passed at the annual meeting h 2, adjonrned to March 16, author- 
izing the laying of pipe on Pxchange str 
Voted: To reconsider. 


© Common- 


Turespay, NovempBer Vatrp. 1896. 


Then and there to bring in their yotes for the following national. 
state and county officers :— 

Electors of President and Vice-President of the United States, Mem- 
ber of Congress of the United States for the Eleventh Congressional 
District, Governor of the Commonwealth, Lientenant-Governor, Secre- 
tary of the Commonwealth, Treasnrer and Receiver-General, Anditor. 
Attorney-General, Councillor for Second Councillor District. Senator 
for Second Norfolk Senatorial District. Representative in the General 
Court for the Ninth Norfolk District, Clerk of the Courts for County of 
Norfolk, One County Commissioner for three years, One Special Com- 
nussioner **to fill vacancy.” Also to yote “¥. 
cles of Amendment to the Constitution of this Commonwealth -— 

First Article of Amendment: Shall the proposed Amendment to the 
Constitution establishing biennial elections of State officers be approved 
and ratified? 

Second Article of Amendment: Shall the proposed Amendment to 
the Constitution establishing biennial elections of members of the Gen- 
eral Court be approved and ratified? 


Result of the vote as declared :— 
President and Vice-President :— 
Bryan and Sewall, Democratic, 20 
Bryan and Sewall, Democratic Brran Nom. Paper. 2 


US) 


Bryan and Watson, People’s Party, 1 
Levering and Johnson, Prohibition, 1 
McKinley and Hobart, Republican, 107 
Palmer and Buckner, Democratic National Nom. Paper, B} 

Blanks, . 12 


| Governor :— 
Allen Coftin of Nantucket, Prohibition, 1 
Frederick O. Prince of Boston, Democratic National Nom. Paper, 3 


George Fred Williams of Dedham, Democratic, 1 
George Fred Williams of Dedham, People’s Party, 4 
George Fred Williams of Dedham, Democratic Bryan Nom. Paper, 2 
Roger Wolcott of Boston, Republican, 101 
Blanks, 17 


Lieutenant-Governor :— 
Christopher T. Callahan of Holyoke, Democratic Bryan Nom. 


Paper, Democratic, 14 
W. Morray Crane of Dalton, Republican, 96 
Archibald Dakin of Brockton, People’s Party, 2 
James E. McConnell of Fitchburg, Democratic National Nom. 
Paper, 3 
William W. Nash of Williamsburg, Prohibition, 1 
Blanks, 28 
Secretary :— 
Asa F. Hall of Hudson, People’s Party, 5 2 
Waldo Lincoln of Worcester, Democratic National Nom. Paper, 5 
William M. Olin of Boston, Republican, 96 
Joseph H. Potts of Lynn, Democratic Bryan Nom. Paper, Dem- 
ocratic, 13 
Willard 0, Wylie of Beverly, Prohibition, 1 
Blanks, 29 
Treasurer :— 
Edward P. Shaw of Newburyport, Republican, 90 


Horace P. Tobey of Wareham, Democratic National Nom. Paper, 13 
Thomas A. Watson of Braintree, People’s Party, Democratic 
Bryan Nom. Paper, Democratic, 1} 
Blanks, 32 
Auditor :-— 
Manrice P. Cavanangh of Springfield, Democratic Bryan Nom. 
Paper, 5 
Manrice J. Fitzgerald of Boston, Democratic, Ss 
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MARRIAGES RECORDED IN MILLIS FOR THE YEAR END 


21 


DATE. 


1896. 
Mar. 1} . 


Apr. 19 
May 21 


June 2 


SL, L807. 


BY WHOM AND WILE 
MARRIED, 


jAlbert Startzar .  . 
Louisa Krantz. 5 
Chas. K. Hanlin . 
Mildred Sargent. . 
Richard D. MeGrath 
Annie Rafter : 
William FP, Collins 
Cora I. Forbush . 
Herman Stusse . 
Ida M. Finlay 
Geo. P. Simmons 
Anna M. Skarp 
wares. 
* J. Claris Plammer 
Fred B. Richardson 
‘Eloise Holland. 
Joseph F. Obst. 
Alice M. Tebo . 
‘Clarence E. Simpson . 
‘Katherine B. pane on 
Geo. A. Mek 
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» Rey. A. H. Wheelock, 

Millis, 
Rey. A. H. Wheeloc 

Millis, 

Rey. A. H. Wheelock, 
| Millis. 

| Rev. A. H.W ATS 
Millis. 

Rev. A. A.W. heelock, 
Millis. 

Rey, A. H, Wheelock, 


Millis 


H. Wheelock, 
Millis. 
O, Jameson, 
Millis, 
Rey. T. B. Lowney, 
Medway. 
Rey. W. E. Dudley, 
So. Natick 
Rey. A, H. Wheelock, 


Millis. 


DEATHS RECORDED IN MILLIS FOR THE YEAR 


NAMES. 


‘Elbriage Clark 
Richard Shanahan 
\James H. Haines 
Sarah Shotz . 


\Henr; Rice . 
Charles B. Russ. 
Emily T. Bullard 


(James N, Hill. 
‘Henry M. Daniels 
{Keziah Harding . 
Grace Wallace . 
Gardner Penniman . 


- )Jerusha P. Whitney - 


| Ruth C, He poe 


jLeda K. Ree inere : 
\John D. Hutchinson . 
! 
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Foxboro, 
9) Millis. 


Jedhamn, 
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Millis. 


INTERMENTS IN MILLIS, DEATH © 


CCURKING IN OTHER PLACES. 


a 


DATE. NAMES. | AGE. PLACE OF DEATH, 
1895. |x. aM. D. 
Mer. 25 . |Francis b. Richardson 75 Newwy x ‘ails 
Aug. 2) . |Leander D. Hattield 30) 
3) . |Charlette H. Pollock . oh il 15 


HEREWITH submit my report of the receipts and expen- 
ditures of the town for the year ending January 31, 1897. 


Ciartes G. Breackerr, Treasurer. 


In account with the Tows o- Minus. Mass. 


Dr. 
Balance : F A 5 ; F 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts, loan . 
Treasurer of Commonwealth, corporation tax 


National Bank tax 
State aid . E 
Massachusetts school fund 
Taxes, George ©. Thrasher, collector 
Taxes, J. C. Thorne, collector 
Poor department, George Myers 

i Town of Kingston. 

i City of Springfield . 

a Account of Ruth Harding 
Conrt fines, R. G. Fairbanks . 

A. B. Endicott 

Interest on deposit : = 
Bridge plank, highway department 
Pedlar’s license ? P E ; - S E 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts, school appropriation 


Amount carried forwara, 


¥ 7.671 52 
10,000 60 
137 76 
149 

261 15 
320 00 


chooll 


00 


1,000 00 


1,000 


+ turnpike bridge with hard pine; when the old bridge wi 
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Gi Bes Selectmen organized with W. P. Clark chairman, 
L. LaCroix clerk, M. C. Adams superintendent of streets. 

The bridges received our first and almost continued atten- 
tion. With the Medfield selectmen we decided to re-plank the 
s Stripped 
it was found that but few of the stringers and in fact little but 
piles and caps were fit to use again, so that the bridge is prac- 


tically new. It was also decided to raise the end abutments, 
that on the Medfield side about two feet, on the Millis side 
some over one foot, making the surface of the bridge nearly 
level. Our portion of the cost of the bridge was $271.34, 
which, with the cost of raising the abutment and grading, 
makes the cost $3 

The Baltimore bridge had to have the stone pier in the mid- 


dle of the river ve-laid, a part being carried away by the ice. 
The Pleasant street bridge in Rockville, near the mill, had 
to be re-planked, also three other smaller bridges, making a 
total expense on bridges and one culvert $559.77. 
The thaw and freshet just before the annual meeting caused 


a damage costing $45.78 to repair. <A trifle over $800 has 
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HE following report is respectfully 


ending Jan. 31, 1897. 


REcEIPts. 
Appropriated by the town 
Town of Kingston 
City of Springtield 
George Mayers 


Rath C. Harding 


There is due from Town of Kingston 
Town of Milford . 
City of Malden 
af Newton 
State 


EXPENDITURES. 


presented for the year 


$700 00 
40 80 
13 71 

3.00 


32 76 
104 00 


6 55 


The board has approved the following bills:— 


S814 66 
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For the Year Ending Jan. 31, 1897. 


aratus in good condition. and 
opriation of S500 for general ex- 


We would report t 
would unend an appr 
penses for ensuing: year. 


Year. 
nD. Rowell, 
ass on land of C. C. Darling, 
11.— Woodland of George Morley. 

Ap ——Woodland of Louis Demary. 
May 1.—Stable on estate of Mrs. L. Millis. 
July 4— Sproutland on Sherman Park. 
Oct. 22.—House of William Wallace. 

Noy. 15.—House of John Clark, 

Dee, 14.—Daniels schoolhouse. 

Dee. 22.—Barn of B, J. H. Darrell. 

Dec. 26.—House of Enoch Waite. 

Dee. 27.—Baltimore paper mill. 


Fires Deewe 


37 


LIS? OF BILLS APPROVED BY ENGINEERS. 


W. H. TAG: drawing hook and ladder trnek - A a ht 
G. C. Thrasher, fuel. ‘ f é 5 ; . “ 12.00 
J. H. Shannon, labor 120 
Thomus Burgoyne, labor 1 25 


Meusavcockeabore Wee ai a, een 8 60 
E. F. Lovell, labor. ‘ : : ‘ 5 2 A 1 
William Barker, labor . " ; f i ‘ 1 
T. H. Cassidy, labor. ‘ 3 ‘ ‘ F 5 , : 2 
Mrs. Rhoda Waite, rent —. : , ‘ : : 4 . 28 00 
W.P. Frink, steward... : Shes < 5 , 8 
Harry Goss, labor . ; Sot ; d 1 26 
F. Swarman, salary one year to ie 1, 96 F . " : 10 00 
G. R. Hill, salary to May 1,°96 2. fs mes aes 6 00 
J.S. Adams, salary. 5 : a Me See) a oe 6 00 
Niagara Engine (o., salaries : . 5 a ; . 6600 


Rockville Engine Co., salaries. ; ee ON et he SONG} 
Thomas Lavender, use of team . ‘s é a < ae Sos avis 
J.C. Thor: drawi ingengine . 4 Be aes One 12 00 
ub Sane oe lat eee C 2 00 

Lauren Sawyer, steward =. : a s f 7, See 10 00 
Boston Woven Hose Co., rnbber monte F . ay ae: 4 10 50 
J.S, Adams, express. Fi - fi J i ‘ Rt ae 25 
©. T. Dean, insurance : 5 F Sheena) C4 ee 16 50 
- J. S. Adams, s [ 896 | aap. ae 6 00 
W. W. Whiting, ve Aaee ae. ‘ 6 00 
EVEL g? RPS a TERT: SG | oe ela oe nt mre Toy 150 
Niagara. fenefies Co., salaries 4 n 45 00 


William P. Frink, salary as Rteaed <, sy 3 ‘ : 8 00 


J. S. Folsom, supplies : 2 > - F o 

Mrs. Rhoda Waite. rent . . . . . «. . . 

J. Obst, labor A aD on an), BeOS els noma ear are 
EMLERMinDorM a es SP ye ms 
J. Frink, labor. 2 p a 5 3 a ia 
G. N. Lavender, labor C =e ae Apa) 1 25. 
Sartwell, Heinold & Humphrey, ‘straps Re en Ome 2 76 
J. S. Folsom, supplies Bg a A a Pe eet eee 3 80 
C. Elwell, labor. fate : . % : 5 3 : 50 
E. Stafford, labor . : 5 ; : : i 5 1 2% 
Marston’s Express Co., apueied i) eves eyo 0s Mucha 148 
Daniel Murphy, labor . : : : ‘ 3 - : 5 50 
Amount carried forward. $312 12 
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RUSTEES 


NE library has proved its usefulness to the town by the 


use the town has made of it. The number of books there® 
in is a little over 2500. During the year 4752 books have been 


taken out, an average of 396 per month. This means that on 


= 


an average each inhabitant has read five books during the 
year. 

The trustees have added but few books this year,—about 
twenty in all. Something like thirty-five volumes of m 
zines have been bound, and ninety-two library books have been 


re-bound. 

From the list of magazines Popular Science Monthly and 
Forum have been dropped, and the Review of Reviews and St. 
Nicholas substituted. In connection with the magazines we 
would like to remind the public that much of the best recent 
fiction can be found therein. Having so little money to spend 
for books, it does not seem best to buy in separate volumes that 
which the library already has in the magazines. By taking 
out two volumes of the magazine you get the story in full. A 
list of such stovies will be found on the library table. 


SS 


Town grant . ‘ - : 

Paid for care :— 
May 27, Frank J. Finlay, 2 days and 2 hours 
May 27, H. E. Hosmer, 3 days 
Sept. 10, Richard McGrath, 3 days and 7 7 Tae 
Sept. 10, H. E. Hosmer 


Amonnt unexpended 


Cash ou hand, received for lots :— 
From Mrs. Penniman for Lot No. 203 & 
“Estate of J. H. Haines, 15 Lot No. 189 . 
* ©. S. Williams, !, Lot No. 189 


H. E. Hosmer, 
For the 


$30 00 


$30 00 


$18 00 


Commissioners. 


N view of the unprecedented depreciation of real estate, as 
| aaa by the numerous sales that have taken place 
during the past year in the town, the assessors feel that per- 
haps it might be in order for them to forget to make any re 
port: still, as the old maxim with regard to taxes is admitted 
by us all to be true, we must pick our flint and try again. 

We inade a reduction in the valuation from last year of 
about $60,000, which, with a loss of about $20,000 in taxable 
property, has reduced the valuation from 3800,000 to about 
$730,000. Considering these facts and in view of the general 
depression in busin and the impending prospect of large 
addition to both state and county tax, the board would recom- 
mend that, as far as may be consistent with the absolute needs 
of the town, the strictest economy in the matter of appropria- 
tions be used. 

We have endeavored to the best of our ability. in the year 
past, to grind with as exact and even justice as do the mills of 
the gods, and deprecating our short-comings in many things. 
We trust our successors may do much better, 


J. M. Craxe, 
For the Board. 


REPORT OF THE WATER COMMISSIONERS. 


To the Citisens of the Town of Millis :— 


\ E report the following :— 
It was voted at the annual town meeting to withdraw 


$650 from the surplus in the Medway Savings Bank to provide 
for the sinking fund. This was done. 

Mo. J. S. Adams was retained as engineer at the pumping 
station at the same salary as last year. 

Upon investigating we found it advisable to paint the stand- 
pipe inside and out. ‘The work was done by Lowell Babcock’s 
S168 for two coats of lead 


Son, his being the lowest bid, viz 
and oil for outside, and two coats of asphaltum varnish inside. 
This puts the stand-pipe in perfect condition for at least sev- 
eral years. 

We found upon investigation that the boiler at the pump- 
ing station had never been inspected as required by law, and 
unless the boiler was insured it would have to be inspected 
two or three times a year by the state inspector at the expense 
of the town. We decided therefore to insure it, and made ap- 
plication to the Hartford Steam Boiler Inspection and Insur- 
ance Co. for a policy of $5000, to cover damage by explosion 
to both plant and engineer, thus relieving the town of any lia- 
bility whatever. 

An opportunity being offered to purchase a supply of coal at 
less than the current price, it was taken advantage of, and 
enough was purchased to last until May 1. 

The town was unfortunate in losing the services of Dr. C. 
W. Emerson, he resigning the position of commissioner in 
April. In accordance with the law, the remaining commis- 
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sehool building, which would accommodate all the scholars 
from the North District as well as in the Centre, and would 
result ina saving of about $275 per year, now paid for rent 
and fuel. 

We deemed it our duty to bring this matter before the town 
in some way, and would recommend that a committee be ap- 
| pointed to make plans, get estimates, and report at an ad- 

journed town meeting. 


FINaNclAL STATEMENT. 


RECEIPTS FOR SCHOOLS. 


Annual grant. “ i b , eiaee . $,3000 00 
For superintendent. ; i ‘ * 75 00 
Amount from state school odd . $ s 308 35 
Amount from state for Superintendent — . < 1S7 50 
Amonnt from sale of books and supplies . : 17 05 
Amount from sale of junk - 9 o 1.00 

Amonnt from fire insurance on dha and 
supplies 75 00 

Total avails . A 7 . : . : $3,663 93 


EXPENDITURES FOR SCHOOLS. 


Paid town of Medway for high school tuition : $246 75 
Paid for teaching Adams high and grammar 
school :— 
D. Henry Whipple, winter term é 3 . $126 00 
H. A. Reed. spring term . f - A 143 00 
D. Henry Whipple, fallterm . : 2 5 360 00 
Miss Annie H. Bradford, assistant - a ci 125 00 
Ti eee te NES ee ety. eta Eg $754 00 
Paid for teaching the Adams Intermediate school :— 
Miss Blanche W. Trufant . ; x . $63 00 
Miss Agnes D. Carney : ; ; i , 16 00 
Miss H. G. Forest 4 ti : 6 72 00 
Miss Lilian W. Kane . : : a f = 157 00 


Total. : E ‘ z .- ——— $808 00 


SUPERINTENDENT'S REPORT. 


To the School Committee of Millis. 


GENTLEMEN :— 


N submitting a report at this time, when the schools of Millis 
le have been under my supervisi 

there is so much that is incomplete, that it is well, perh: PS to 
leave the estimate of results until a later period, when pla us 
shall have become experiences. On that basis 1 : 
oa will not eR to aoe a comparis 


year 
er, the 
aeoait effor is to ost im- 


portant department of the town. 
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Tur Course or Stupy* 

Our particular situation calls for special plans to meet the 
needs, and hence it has been the purpose of the superintendent 
_ to revise the course of study to best promote those interests; 
needed time has been spent on this work; reports of the State 
Board of Education have been consulted; the courses offered 
in towns representing conditions similar to our own, as well as 
those of places recognized as educationally prominent, have 
been carefully examined, and various authorities and educators 
referred to; as a result, the outline submitted is believed to 
embody as much of the essentials of the approved ideas of the 
modern course, as our conditions will warrant adopting. It 
must be kept in mind that we are not planning for model 
schools or ideal situations, but on the contrary for the success 
of conditions now existing in form admitting of improvement 
and development, so that we may find ourselves none the worse 
off, by comparison with others of our class. 

The change in regard to the purpose of the town to furnish 
two years’ work ona high school basis has brought its own 
problem as to how much that should cover, and how far therein 
we could go; the conclusion arrived at has been reached on the 
ground that we should make that course prove of “the greatest 
good to the greatest number.” 

In order to have that idea carried out, it is necessary to plan 
for it in the lower grades, and hence specially lead up to the 
advanced work in such a manner as to there get the maximum 
of result for the minimum of time. This year it is impossible 
to conform absolutely to the course arranged, owing to the lack 
of preparation for it, but as much is being done as is consis- 
tent with thorough work. 


Physics. 
In this subject of our High School department, the work is 
being taken experimentally, the pupils performing, or noting, 
the experiment, observing results, and then drawing their in- 


*To be published in full in the separate report of the School Department. 
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more generally assured ata period when the mind is as sus- 
ceptible to wholesome influences as to the unprofitable. 


Arithmetic. 

The introduction of the Prince Series was effected at the be- 
ginning of the year, and thus far seems to-fill the requirements 
for practical problems and the demand for thought, without 
resorting to arithmetical conundrums. 


Vertical Penmanship. 

This system, adopted in Millis at a time when it was the 
subject of not a little adverse criticism by conservative educa- 
tors, has proven all that was claimed for it; and it may be of 
interest to note that we hold a position in the pioneer ranks 
of the state concerning a method that is now commonly adinit- 
ted to possess the essentials of a satisfactory penmanship, and 
which is today receiving that truest endorsement of merit,— 
namely, general use. . 


TEACHERS. 

During this year there have been repeated changes in our 
corps of teachers, and the effect of such condition is generally 
upparent, as there is always a certain loss of work in getting 
the proper relations established between teacher and pupils, 
no matter how suecessfully that work may be conducted, sub- 
sequently. 

It may be well to call to mind the fact that the pupils of the 
High-Grammar School have been called upon to adapt them- 
selves to the methods of three different teachers; the members 
of the Adams Intermediate to four; those in the Grange Pri- 
mary to three; the scholars of the Ellice School to two; and 
the pupils of the Daniell School have to add one more to the 
number accredited the schools from which they were trans- 
ferred. 

To those who have the interests and welfare of the schools 
at heart, it is always a matter of keen regret to lose a good 


OL 


Too much emphasis can not be laid upon the need of regular- 
ity in attendance, for by the lack of it is not only the interest 
of the individual—the absentee—threatened, but the welfare 
of the class is more or less concerned. 

Tt is also urged that the request for dismissal before the 
close of the session be withheld as far: in as possible, thus 
giving the pupil the benefit of the day’s entire work. 

It can hardly be considered an unjust eriticism to say that 
the close relation between the school and the home is but par- 
tially understood, if we are to judge by the expressions—alas, 
the lack of expression, too generally—that impress them- 
selves upon us. 

We feel the need of again reminding the parents of the 
union of obligation and privilege in the matter of visiting the 
schools ; in looking through the record of visits made since 
the schools began in September, it becomes noticeable that 
aside from members of the School Committee not one parent 
has visited the school while in session at either the Adams 
High-Grammar or the Ellice; three such visits have been made 
at the Adams Intermediate; while four are recorded at the 
Daniell school; no criticism can be made concerning the at- 
tention granted the Grange school, where visits have been 
quite frequent. We feel there would be mutual advantage to 
parent and pupil if greater interest could be manifested in 
this particular, throughout the town. 


STATEMENT AND RECOMMENDATION. 

It will not be amiss to present a few figures from the ad- 
vance sheets of the sixtieth report of the State Board of Edu- 
cation, that a comparison of our position with the average of 
the state may be appreciated: — 

Percentage of attendance: State, 92; Millis, 89.21; Cost of 
schools per pupil, based on average membership: State, $24.73; 
Millis, $17.183; Average salary per month in state: Men, 
$136.03; women, $50.30. 

91 per cent of the schools and 93.8 per cent of the pupils 
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Continumg the existing contracts, we shall spend $200 a 
year for rental, aside from other costs of maintaining schools 
inadequate for our needs. 

I would therefore recommend that definite steps be taken 
at once to meet these conditions, and thus arrange to avoid an 
interruption of our work next fall, as well as to embrace an 
ultimate economy. 

To outline a plan, it may become apparent that such change 
as the addition of a tower to include entran F 
ways, could be made for a nominal sum; 
rooms and halls could then be 0 Q y th 
of the partition, and two good-sized schoolrooms be thu 
vided that would accommodate the pupils of bi 
Grange and Daniell Schools, and admi | 
as would be necessary to relieve the crowded ¢ 
High-Grammar department; \ 1 
sion of our s there m 
to conduet the work in a profitabl 
are all based upon existing conditic 
become all the 1 
in membership 
doubtless, should the 
different aspect. 

In closing this report, it i 
panties 1s earnest ut 


Texan the eee of the puy sould seed be a seri- 
ous one. 
Most respectfully submitted, 


D. H. Wan 


Superintendent. 
Millis, Feb. 1, 1897. 
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